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Reports for Annual General Meeting 2021 
 
President’s Report    Stanley Perkins (President) 
To be presented at AGM 
 
Treasurer’s report/ Auditor’s report  Lisa Chapman (Treasurer) 
 
See attached documents 
 
Secretary’s Report     Lee-Anne Nelson (Secretary) 
.  
I took over from Lorraine last year, after her 4 years as secretary.  It’s been great to be able 
to give back for 12 months. The committee are super supportive and experienced. Especially 
Lorraine and Irene, and proformas for everything, which meant an easy transition into the 
role. It’s been really interesting to be involved behind the scenes.  
Covid has had an interesting impact with meetings over zoom. As Secretary, organising 
committee meetings, preparing agendas, and taking the minutes is core business. There is a 
steady flow of member and new member requests and enquiries, often followed up with 
the registrar.  During 2020-21 the Committee met approximately every 4-6 weeks on 
Saturday mornings via zoom hosted by Brian Key or myself. Andrew Ford joined in as the 
delegate from Far North Queensland and Chris Brack the Gold Coast delegate. 
Dealing with inward and outward correspondence largely via email is predominantly the 
responsibility of the Secretary. QMA maintain a Post Office box at Sunnybank, however 
minimal correspondence is from mail, majority email. Relevant information is passed on to 
Committee Members, and QMA Webmaster/social media rep and Enews rep for circulation 
as required. Information was also passed on to Kevin Ryall for publication in the resurrected 
Challenge newsletter.  The new logo was designed this year and on all our correspondence. 
Regular information comes from Volunteering QLD, where Lorraine and Bruce have co-
ordinated recruitment of volunteers. Regular information comes from Australian Masters 
Athletics, for example bids for events. ANQ have bid for the triennium of Multi Events 
championships. QMA committee had majority support to hold the 2022 AMA Nationals, 
after other states withdrew. It was exciting to see 4 QMA athletes receive 2020 AMA 
awards. QMA submitted strong nominations in each category, put together by Wilma 
Perkins. QMA voted to maintain subscription to World Masters’ Rankings. QMA members 
details for subscription were submitted to John Seto.  



The Committee for me, has been a positive, adaptive, and hardworking team. Often having 
robust discussions and differing viewpoints. It’s been great to have a mixture of new and 
experienced committee members. QMA functions on the back of a handful of people 
who’ve been volunteering for years.  
 I want to give a huge thanks to Lorraine Birtwell, Irene Davey, Stan Perkins and Lisa 
Chapman for their support and cooperation in the Executive team. Andrew Ford has been a 
very supportive comrade from North Queensland.  Also, thanks to Wilma Perkins and 
Heather Doherty for all their behind the scenes tireless hours and work. 

Lee-Anne Nelson  
Secretary 
 
Acting Registrar/ Media/Out-0f Stadia  
Irene Davey (Acting Registrar,l Media and Out-of-Stadia Coordinator)   
 
Membership 
Current membership stands at 350 in the southern part of Queensland and 90 in the North 
Queensland area. Total 440.  
Media 
Five editions of the QMA Challenge magazine have been published on the QMA website and 
emailed to members.  
Members have received an e-news newsletter regularly throughout the season. Members 
are encouraged to read it carefully as it contains important information about upcoming 
events and any late changes to programs.  
We try to keep the QMA website up to date but currently need a keen and experienced 
webmaster to take on this role. 
The QMA Facebook page has many followers and attracts a lot of attention when photos or 
interesting news is posted.  
Out-of-Stadia  
The 10 km Championships hosted by Brisbane Road Runners at West End in June attracted 
21 QMA members, with several new records set.  
Unfortunately the Marathon Championships at the Gold Coast were cancelled at the last 
minute due to covid restrictions.  
Members have been competing at the QA Cross Country events, but often enter as a 
member of their QA Club.   
 
North Queensland Region Report  (Andrew Ford, ANQ Regional delegate) 
 
With COVID restrictions being nearly completely absent from Queensland, the ANQ region 
has enjoyed a ‘normal’ start to the 2021 season. With nearly 100 masters registered to date 
there has been solid numbers present at carnivals, which have been held from Mackay to 
Cairns and between including Bowen and Townsville. I expect more registrations as we 
approach the NQ Championships, with many familiar faces being absent from the database. 
The only unique Masters carnival in the north was recently held in Cairns, the Great Barrier 
Reef Masters Games.  And what a fantastic turnout it was. 120 athletes registered from all 
over Australia  and sadly the regulars did not compete, go figure!! Some great performances 
across the board from pole vault and the weight throw to the track, although the strong 
headwind was not appreciated by the tracksters. Many carnival records were broken. For 



the first time this comp was conducted on one day, which made for helter skelter getting 
from one event to the next. I only heard positive things and received some personal thanks 
from multiple fellow comrades, as did my long-suffering wife who ran the horizontal jumps. 
Masters athletes are a familiar sight both on club days and at carnivals. There are frequent 
cries of support ringing out from fellow masters but also from families, like “go dad” or “run 
faster mum”. Few sports have this interaction and this is where new members arise 
from…the sidelines, watching others have a go. At the recent Showcase Coaching weekend 
in Cairns, several Masters joined in for hints and technical corrections. Most coaches are 
foreign to this idea, but treated them like ‘big kids’. 
A large disappointment to all in the north is that Oceania Champs on Norfolk have been 
cancelled. Many were looking forward to this, maybe in another few years we can visit the 
island and enjoy the bouncy grass track?? 
That’s about it……. 
 
Throw far, 
 
Andrew Ford 
ANQ Regional Delegate 
 
Brisbane Region Report    (Rod Walke, Brisbane region treasurer and 
delegate) 
 

 QMA BRISBANE – CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 17th July, 2021 
Brisbane Region had quite a successful 2020-21 season, despite the disruption caused by the Covid-
19 virus. 12 meets were held prior to Christmas 2020, while a further 7 were held in the new year, 
prior to the State Championships in early March. Attendances were reasonably solid, and in 
particular. Wednesday night meets were better attended than in previous seasons, partly due to a 
strong number of ‘pre-Masters’ athletes attending. Additional expenses were incurred in 
comparison to previous seasons, in that cleaning expenses were incurred as part of our hire of the 
QSAC venue, for wiping down surfaces due to Covid. Despite that Brisbane Region operated over the 
season with a financial surplus of just over $2,300. The bank balance as at the end of our financial 
year (31 March) was $11,578,73. Operationally, the Region thankfully had less issues with the new 
electronic starting system, introduced the previous season. While the system operated satisfactorily 
during the season, we did encounter a shortcoming in relation to verifying the timing accuracy. This 
issue only manifests itself on the unusual occasion when we need to seek registration of a world 
record. We were able to revert to the old system of cap gun starts for several world records this 
season for Julie Brims and Carol Davies. For the future we will need to come up with a long-term 
solution, should we run out of caps. Despite the lack of official office bearers in the Brisbane Region, 
our meets are still able to be staged through the dedication of the hard core of key volunteers. 
These include Col Buyers, Marj Burley, Finn Connors, Stan and Wilma Perkins, Judy Cooper, Harry, 
Hugh, Jim Q, Eling, Jessie, Don, Hazel, Roslyn.  
Rod Walke Treasurer QMA Brisbane Region. 11/07/20 
 
Gold Coast Region Report    (Chris Brack, Gold Coast Region Delegate) 
To be delivered at AGM 
 
 
 



Statistician’s Report    ) 

(For Period:  01/04/2020  to  31/03/2021) 
There was some Winter events and then we had good competition for the Track & Field 
dates , and the QMA State T&F Championships were successful.   The good news is that Stan 
Perkins was able to get the Australian Championships for Queensland to be held in Brisbane 
in April, 2022.   
 
North Queensland held some interesting events and members up there had good results.  
Some of our local members went up and competed well in the North Queensland 
Championships, and Gold Coast also held some competitions and the Gold Coast 
Championships were well attended. 
 
Some Members competed in the Queensland Athletics Open Competition and there were 
some outstanding results.  Records were set in many QA Open events.   
 
Julie Brims was outstanding in setting Queensland and Australian Records in sprint events in 
the W50 age group and then, in the W55 events, she set Queensland, Australian and World 
Records in 100m, 200m and 400m events as well as setting further Queensland Records in 
other sprint events. 
 
Carol Davis entered the W70 Group and set a Queensland, Australian and World Record in 
the Heptathlon Event, also setting an unofficial record in the 200m Hurdles, which could not 
be accepted.  She also set Queensland and Australian Records in some of the Heptathlon 
Events. 
 
Olga Firsova, W35, Anne Ryan W65, and Ashleigh Reid also set new Records while Althea 
Mackie made new marks in the throws, and Brenda Gannon, Roslyn Kirwin, Erika Woodward 
and Noela McKinven excelled in the Walk Events.   
 
The QMA Men Competitors were not left behind, with Aiden Hobbs, M30, setting new 
Australian Steeplechase, 3000m and 5000m records,  and Craig Parker M60, again showing 
up with a Qld/Aust.Record in the 60m. Graham Scully, Christopher Brack and Aaron Stubbs 
also set records.   Howard Arbuthnot set an Australian record in the M50 Pole Vault. The 
Men Throwers, Nick Bannenberg, Justin Holzer, Lajos Joni and Richard Harris added to the 
records, and in the Walks, Peter Bennett, Iggy Jimenez and Argenis Guevara set records. 
 
There were many more records during this period. 
    
There have already been new records set for the next Period from the 1st April, 2021 and 
these will show up in the next lists for the 2022 AGM.                                                                                                                        

Heather Doherty  
 QMA Statistician 

 

AUSTRALIAN MASTERS ATHLETICS TRACK & FIELD CHAMPIONSHIPS 2022 

BRISBANE - QUEENSLAND  -  Report to QMA Annual General Meeting 17 July 2021. 

BACKGROUND 



The significance of the COVID virus continues to impact upon the AMA Track & Field 

Championships. Melbourne, Victoria hosted the last Championship in 2019. QMA were due to 

host this event in 2020 but had to cancel just 3 weeks before the event. The next hosts, Canberra, 

also had to cancel the 2021 championships. The next scheduled host was Tasmania but they 

withdrew indicating an inability to host at that time. The Championship was then offered to 

Queensland and we accepted this offer with AMA offering additional support if needed come 

2022. 

1. Proposed Dates 

All States and Territories were contacted with date options. We determined NOT to hold the 

Championship at Easter and therefore used the indicated School holidays in each State and 

Territory as our guideline. There was almost unanimous support for the dates 1 to 4 April, 2022. 

This is the start of school holidays in Queensland but shortly before holidays in most other S & 

T’s. 

2. Proposed Venue  

Queensland State Athletic Centre, Nathan, Brisbane. Consideration was given to the Runaway 

Bay Sports Centre, Gold Coast, however inspections and discussions found this venue lacked 

facilities and we could not obtain support from the Gold Coast City Council or the Queensland 

State Government (the facility owner) to complete the necessary upgrades. 

3. Local Organising Committee.  Members from the 2020 LOC have been approached and at this 

stage several are again accepting responsibilities for the 2022 Championships. The  2020 

Convenor, Toni-Lee Ferguson,  is not available  as she is returning to New Zealand. So at this time 

I am heading up the LOC and hope to find a replacement very soon. The key people, Greg Ison as 

Competition Manager and Wilma Perkins in programming are again working in this area and 

Wilma has already established contact with Jane Hardy the AMA Competition representative on 

some proposed changes due to the Friday and Monday being normal working days. 

4. Championship Format. It is our intention to copy the planning done for the 2020 

Championships. We will use the SAF venue (known as the warm-up track) with event overflows 

taking place in the main stadium. We are doing this to save costs as the SAF is cheaper and it is 

also a more ‘user friendly’ environment for the athletes and the spectators.  Registration will be at 

the ground floor level of the QSAC Stadium in an area known as the track and field room. This 

area will also be used for the Athlete’s Forum and the Coaching Seminar. 

The AMA Awards function and social gathering will also take place at this location. 

5. Competition Venues. As indicated above the main track and field venue will be SAF with 

backup facilities used in the main QSAC stadium. Venue for the Race Walking is to be 

determined. 

6. Entries. It is our intention to open entries for a short period and that this not until early 2022. 

The purpose of this is to try and avoid cancellation costs to both the LOC and the athletes.  

7. Other Matters 

CROSS COUNTRY. This event has been removed from the 2022 Championships and will be held 

as part of the AA C/C Championships. 

MEDALS. It is our intention to use the medals that were purchased and supplied for the 2020 

Championships. Each medal will be fitted with a new ribbon referencing the significance of the 

‘lost championships’ of 2020 and 2021. 

SPONSORSHIP. TEAM ELITE have confirmed sponsorship of the officials and volunteers 

clothing and will attend to all merchandising with an online store and venue outlet. Other 

sponsorship options are being pursued. 

In conclusion I submit this report for the information of members. 

Stan Perkins (Acting LOC Convenor) 


